
Empowering children to 
slow their reading in 
order to navigate 
complex texts and 
understand perspectives 
 
 



Essential Question 
How can students best be 

prepared to navigate the 
complexity of college and 
career texts? 
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Guiding Questions 
What do expert readers do in 

order to deeply comprehend 
complex texts? 

 

What instructional practices 
contribute to deep 
understanding of complex texts? 
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This evening will include: 



Essential Question: 
How can students best be 

prepared to navigate the 
complexity of college and 
career texts?  
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Guiding Questions: 
What do expert readers do in 

order to deeply comprehend 
complex texts? 

 

What instructional practices 
contribute to deep 
understanding of complex 
texts?    
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Agenda 
 Analyzing Data 
 Colebrook’s School-Based Plan 
 Our goal and plan 
 Common Core:  Stair Case of Complexity 
 The Art of Slow Reading in order to navigate 

complex text and optimizing learning 
 Student Work 
 Professional Development 
 Next Steps 
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Analyzing Data: 



The District Focus Areas and the 
Colebrook School-Based Plan 
includes:   

Optimizing learning in order 
to raise mastery rates and 
ensure our children are 
college and career ready. 
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Colebrook’s School-Based Plan 
Develop student understanding of thematic concepts, author’s 
purpose, perspectives, argumentative/rhetorical RWLS across 
content understandings to increase critical thinking and transfer 
 
Teach students to synthesize and evaluate information from 
sustained readings to develop conceptual understandings around 
key concepts, content knowledge and thinking basis for transfer 
across the disciplines through employing the comprehension 
outcomes 
 
Provide students with engaging texts that allow for students to 
independently construct and articulate thematic understandings 
with substantiation of evidence from the text 
 
Allow for student discourse to analyze interpret, and evaluate 
complex texts  (page 3  Colebrook SBP) 
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Colebrook’s School-Based Plan 
 Increase students’ independent level of 

reading rigorous text including 
informational text, and application of 
strategies specific to informational text 
across all the disciplines (page 4 CB SBP) 
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Colebrook’s School-Based Plan 
 Increase the development of 

argumentative tasks that require  students 
to read, write, listen and speak in order 
understand complex text, multiple 
resources/perspectives and 
argumentative reading and writing                 
(page 6 CB SBP) 
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Common core – text complexity 



Immersion: Read the poem Let Evening Come by Jane Kenyon. 

 
Let Evening Come 
Let the light of late afternoon 
shine through the chinks in the barn, moving                                                                                  
up the bales as the sum moves down. 
 

Let the cricket take up chafing                                                                                                            
as the woman takes up her needles                                                                                               
and her yarn.  Let evening come. 
 

Let dew collect on the hoe abandoned                                                                                           
in long grass.  Let the stars appear                                                                                                  
and the moon disclose her silver horn. 
 

Let the fox go back in the sandy den.                                                                                                  
Let the wind die down.  Let the shed                                                                                                 
go black inside.  Let evening come. 
 
To the bottle in the ditch, to the scoop                                                                                                 
in the oats, to air in the lung                                                                                                                  
let evening come. 
 
Let it come, as it will, and don’t                                                                                                          
be afraid.  God does note leave us                                                                                               
comfortless, so let evening come.  
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Immersion: centering 
 Reread the poem, number the stanzas 

and note key words. 
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Immersion: centering 
Let the light of late afternoon 
shine through the chinks in the barn, moving                                                                                  
up the bales as the sum moves down.   
 
 Why did the author of the poem                        

Let Evening Come begin the poem this 
way? 
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Immersion: centering 
 Why did Jane Kenyon’s poem Let Evening 

Come contain the line Let the cricket take up 
chafing stanza 2? 
 

 What is the author arguing about?  What 
stanza creates an opposition? 
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Immersion: centering 
 The author included a pivotal description, 

what stanza and line is the most pivotal 
and why? 
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Immersion: centering 
 

 Making a Mark, Finding Key Words  
 Pulled Quotes 
 Reading Beginnings Carefully 
 Locating the Opposition 
 Pivotal Moments 

Refer to the chart 
 
Six Practices:  Performing, Memorizing, Centering, 
Problem finding, Reading like a writer and Elaborating 
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The Art of Slow Reading:  Why 
centering supports children to navigate 
complex texts. 

 

 “To read slowly is to maintain an intimate relationship with a 
writer.  If we are to respond to a writer, we must be 
responsible.  We commit ourselves to follow a train of 
thought, to mentally construct characters (scenarios and 
ideas), to follow the unfolding of an idea, to hear a text, to 
attend to language, to question, to visualize scenes.  It 
means to pay attention to the decisions a writer makes (to 
convey the author’s purpose).” (p. 11) 
 

 “Close reading can bring attention back to psychological 
level, to a more basic and human interpretation of 
behavior.  It can draw on the emotional intelligence of 
students, their ability to read situations and motives”(p. 110). 
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The Art of Slow Reading: Problem Finding 
 “Error marks the place where education 

begins” – Mike Rose 
 
 “Reading skill is the ability to work through this 

initial discomfort of situations that don’t make 
sense…” 

 
 Teaching students to deal with an emotional 

response when they’re having difficulty may 
be the most important task we have. 
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The Art of Slow Reading: Problem Finding 
 Read a text and mark the places where you 

feel “uncomfortable” as a reader. 
 Reflect on what techniques or strategies you 

used or may use to work through the 
discomfort and maintain your 
comprehension. 

 Engage in discourse and discuss – what are 
the implications for classroom instruction? 
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The Art of Slow Reading:  
Problem Finding 
 A crucial measure of intelligence- and by 

extension, reading skill-is the ability to work 
through this initial discomfort of situations 
that don’t make sense. (p. 122) 
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In the classroom: 
 Kindergarten: 
 First Grades: 
 Second Grades: 
 Third Grades: 

 
 
 

25 



Professional Development 
 Data Analysis- SBPT, Faculty and Grade 

Level Meetings 
 Analysis of student work-SBPT and Faculty 

Meetings 
 Research Slow Reading-SBPT and Faculty 

Meetings 
 Analysis of teacher developed tasks 
 Supervision 
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Professional Resources 
What Is Metacognition, Michael E. Martinez 
 
It’s Complicated:  Common Core State Standards Focus on 
Text Complexity, ASCD Education Update, April 2012. 
 
The Art of Slow Reading by Thomas Newkirk, 2012. 
 
Curriculum Corner, The Art of Close Reading,                                   
D. Lindsey & C. Miga 
 
Colebrook School Newsletter, November 2012 
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The Art of Slow Reading supports children to navigate 
complex texts, to understand perspectives in order to 
be college and career ready.  

“Much of what we read, virtually all of it, drifts into the 
background.  We are left with ‘what we notice,’ with 
what strikes us as significant, central, memorable – with 
what Wordsworth called ‘spots of time.’   
 
These passages give us a foothold in our reading; we 
make our mark (literally if we own the book) to register 
our decisions about significance…when readers share 
their decisions, the text becomes fuller and richer”  (p. 94). 
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Student learning will be optimized 
when  children are able to 
independently: 

 navigate and persevere with complex 
texts 

 build an understanding of relationships 
and perspectives  

 develop questioning and problem finding 
as a basis for understanding 
argumentative reading, writing, listening 
and speaking 
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Navigating complex texts is essential in 
order to optimize learning….. 
“In a more general sense, students working with 
complex texts need to know how to do a close 
reading, and this is a skill teachers can explain and 
model to help students internalize the process.             
"It's really important to be explicit about the steps, 
strategies, and tools that support interpretive and 
critical reading, especially as the texts become 
more complex," says Jay McTighe, coauthor of 
Understanding by Design.” 

 
Laura Varlas – “It’s Complicated: Common Core State Standards Focus on Text 
Complexity” 
Educational Leadership, April 2012 
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Next Steps: 
 On going staff development and supervision to 

navigate complex texts in order to understand 
perspective and argumentative reading, writing, 
listening and speaking. 

 
 How is feedback used as vehicle to promote 

conceptual understanding and justify reasoning in 
mathematics? 

 January 3, 2013 Study Session 
 Seneca School 
 Mrs. Michelle Cramer 
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Questions  
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